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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-9, 21-23 and 28-30 are pending. Applicant filed a response for. 
reconsideration on 7/3/2007. In response to Applicant's arguments directed to the 
Morimoto reference, the Examiner finds Applicant's response convincing and withdraws 
the grounds of rejection based on the Morimoto reference. However, new grounds of 
rejection are established in the instant office action as set forth in detail below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

3. Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. In 
claim 22, the limitation of "a virtual identifier of the merchant web site is determined by 
passively interrogating a source, the source being operable to transmit or broadcast the 
virtual identifier to a client device in a predetermined range" is not described in the 
specification. There is no explanation or description in the specification of how the 
source is passively interrogated. There is mention of some type of beacon but the 
beacon is not described at all in the specification. The specification fails to describe how 
the source receives the virtual identifier. Furthermore, there is no description or 
explanation of how the virtual identifier is broadcast to the source. As far as the 
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Examiner can ascertain, the only mention in the specification that a virtual identifier of 
the merchant web site is determined by passively interrogating a source, the source 
being operable to transmit or broadcast the virtual identifier to a client device in a 
predetermined range is the statement mirroring this language on page 15, lines 1-5. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-6, 21-23 and 28-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Websphere product as evidenced by McCord, Mark, "IBM rolls out 
suite for easy Internet access" (hereinafter Webspherel) and Beck, Bob et al., "IBM 
Websphere Everyplace Suite v 1 .1 White Paper" (hereinafter Websphere2) in view of 
Gregory, Pat. No. 6,490,567 and Stolfo et al., Pub. No. 2001/0044785 (hereinafter 
Stolfo). 

The Examiner notes that the McCord and Beck et al. articles describe the same 
product called Websphere. The Websphere product is the basis of the rejection of the 
claims. 

As to claim 1 , Websphere discloses A method for providing mediated services to 
a client device having a predetermined communication protocol and a predetermined 
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display format (i.e. a new range of middleware that can decode Web content and re- 
format to fit on any wireless instrument and WAP enabled phone)(Websphere1 , page 1 , 
paragraph 5) comprising: 

(a) receiving a request for a web page from the client device (i.e. necessary web 
site is pulled up on a mobile phone ...)(Websphere1, page 2, paragraph 1); 

(b) sending the request to a merchant web site (i.e. link all sites to any 
devices)(Websphere1 , page 2, paragraphs 1, 3, and 6) and ; 

(c) receiving the requested information from the merchant web site at a mediator; 

(d) transforming the information into the predetermined communication protocol 
and predetermined display format that is suitable for the client device at the 
mediator (i.e. a new range of middleware that can decode Web content and re- 
format to fit on any wireless instrument and WAP enabled phone)(Websphere1 , 
page 1, paragraph 5) and (i.e. protocol translation as a WAP gateway, support 
for short messaging ... changing HTML content intended for desktop PC's to 
WML content suitable for the new class of smart phones)(Websphere2, page 7, 
page 8); and 

(e) sending the information via a network to the client device from the mediator 
(i.e. a new range of middleware that can decode Web content and re-format to fit 
on any wireless instrument and WAP enabled phone)(Websphere1 , page 1, 
paragraph 5) and (i.e. protocol translation as a WAP gateway, support for short 
messaging ... changing HTML content intended for desktop PC's to WML 
content suitable for the new class of smart phones)(Websphere2, page 7, page 
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8) and 

(paragraph 44); 

Websphere does not explicitly disclose 

(f) providing mediated shipping services, wherein the step of providing mediated 
shipping services includes the client sending delivery information to the mediator 
the mediator directly providing the delivery information to a shipping company 
However, Gregory discloses providing mediated shipping services, wherein the step of 
providing mediated shipping services includes the client sending delivery information to 
the mediator (i.e. customer profile and shipping address)(col. 4, lines 47-50 and col. 9, 
lines 22-26). ). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill a the time of 
Applicant's invention to include the aforementioned limitation within Websphere as 
disclosed by Gregory for the motivation of providing a more efficient way of conducting 
electronic commerce by allocating most of the tasks of providing electronic commerce 
transaction functionality to a service provider thereby relieving the merchant from tasks 
outside their area of expertise (col. 2, lines 17-28). 
Websphere and Gregory do not explicitly disclose 

directly providing the delivery information to a shipping company 
arranging for the shipping company to pick-up the merchandise from the 
merchant; wherein the client delivery information is not provided to the merchant. 
However, Stolfo discloses directly providing the delivery information to a shipping 
company (paragraph 32). Stolfo further discloses arranging for the shipping company to 
pick-up the merchandise from the merchant; wherein the client delivery information is 
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not provided to the merchant (i.e. customer's proxy information (paragraphs 32 and 33). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill at the time of Applicant's invention to 
include the aforementioned limitation within Websphere and Gregory as disclosed by 
Stolfo for the motivation of securely ordering and receiving products from merchants 
without revealing their identities to the merchants (paragraph 2). 
As to claim 2, Websphere discloses The method of claim 1 further comprising: 
(f) providing at least one mediated electronic commerce service for a merchant (i.e. a 
new range of middleware that can decode Web content and re-format to fit on any 
wireless instrument and WAP enabled phone)(Websphere1, page 1, paragraph 5). 
As to claim 3, Websphere does not explicitly disclose The method of claim 2 wherein 
the step of providing at least one electronic commerce service for the merchant includes 
one of shopping cart services, billing services, shipping services, and payment services. 
However, Gregory discloses the step of providing at least one electronic commerce 
service for the merchant includes one of shopping cart services, billing services, 
shipping services, and payment service (col. 4, lines 40-47). It would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill a the time of Applicant's invention to include the aforementioned 
limitation within Websphere as disclosed by Gregory for the motivation of providing a 
more efficient way of conducting electronic commerce by allocating most of the tasks of 
providing electronic commerce transaction functionality to a service provider thereby 
relieving the merchant from tasks outside their area of expertise (col. 2, lines 17-28). 
As to claim 4, Websphere discloses The method of claim 1 wherein the step of 
transforming the information into the predetermined communication protocol and 
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predetermined display format that is suitable for the client device includes: 
transforming the information into one of an HTTP communication protocol and WAP 
communication protocol (Websphere2, pages 7-8). 

As to claim 5, Websphere discloses The method of claim 1 wherein the step of 
transforming the information into the predetermined communication protocol and 
predetermined display format that is suitable for the client device includes: 
transforming the information into one of a HTML display format and VML display format 
(Websphere2, page 8). 

As to claim 6, Websphere discloses The method of claim 1 wherein the step of receiving 

the requested information from the merchant web site includes: 

receiving information in one of a proprietary format, a mark-up language format, an XML 

format, and other format designed for exchanging information (Websphere2, pages 7- 

8). 

As to claim 21 , Websphere discloses The method of claim 1 , wherein the step of 
receiving a request for a web page comprises receiving a request for a web page from 
the client device, wherein the request includes a request for product information from 
the merchant web site (Webspherel , page 2, paragraphs 1-4). 
As to claim 22, Websphere does not explicitly disclose The method of claim 1 , wherein 
a virtual identifier of the merchant web site is determined by passively interrogating a 
source, the source being operable to transmit or broadcast the virtual identifier to a 
client device in a predetermined range. 
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However, the Examiner takes official notice that broadcasting virtual identifiers 
was old and well known in the electronic advertising arts. The motivation for 
broadcasting virtual identifiers was to seek potential customers for goods or services. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of Applicant's 
invention to include the aforementioned limitation within Websphere for the motivation 
stated above. 

As to claim 23, Websphere discloses The method of claim 1 , wherein a virtual identifier 
of the merchant web site is determined by scanning readable code (i.e. URL of the web 
site)(Websphere1 , page 2, paragraphs 1-4). 

As to claim 28, Websphere discloses The method of claim 1 , wherein transforming the 
information into the predetermined communication protocol and predetermined display 
format that is suitable for the client device at the mediator further comprises 
transforming the information into a plurality of different predetermined communication 
protocols and a plurality of different predetermined display formats for a plurality of 
clients based on a display format and a communication protocol used by each of a 
plurality of client devices (Websphere2, pages 7-8). 

As to claim 29, Websphere discloses The method of claim 28, wherein sending the 
transformed information via a network to the client device from the mediator further 
comprises sending the transformed information to the plurality of clients using the 
plurality of different predetermined communication protocols and the plurality of different 
predetermined display formats (Websphere2, pages 7-8). 

As to claim 30, Websphere discloses The method of claim 1 , wherein receiving the 
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requested information from the merchant web site at a mediator further comprises 
receiving the requested information in a generic display format from the merchant web 
site (Websphere2, pages 7-8). 

6. Claims 7-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Websphere, Gregory and Stolfo as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of 
Godden et al., Pat No. 6,401 ,077 (hereinafter Godden). 

As to claim 7, Websphere, Gregory and Stolfo do not explicitly disclose The method of 

claim 1 further comprising: 

(f) providing mediated shopping services 

wherein the step of providing mediated shopping services includes 
the client device sending a request to add or delete items from a shopping cart ; and 
receiving the add or delete requests, and responsive thereto for updating a shopping 
cart record. 

However, Godden discloses providing mediated shopping services 
wherein the step of providing mediated shopping services includes 
the client device sending a request to add or delete items from a shopping cart ; and 
receiving the add or delete requests, and responsive thereto for updating a shopping 
cart record (col. 6, lines 16-22). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill a the 
time of Applicant's invention to include the aforementioned limitation as disclosed by 
Godden within Websphere, Gregory and Stolfo for the motivation of providing a 
mechanism for web sites that are not e-commerce enabled to be enabled to conduct 
commerce (col. 2, lines 42-46). 
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As to claim 8, Websphere, Gregory and Stolfo do not explicitly disclose The method of 
claim 1 further comprising: 

(f) providing mediated payment services wherein the step of providing mediated 
payment services includes the client sending a purchase request to purchase one or 
more items in a shopping cart; 
receiving the purchase request; and 

responsive to the purchase request for updating a shopping cart record to reflect the 
purchase. 

However, Godden discloses providing mediated payment services wherein the step of 
providing mediated payment services includes the client sending a purchase request to 
purchase one or more items in a shopping cart(i.e. added purchase buttons)(col. 9, lines 
13-20); 

receiving the purchase request(col. 9, lines 13-20); and 

responsive to the purchase request for updating a shopping cart record to reflect the 
purchase (i.e. add that item to the shopping cart)(col. 9, lines 13-20). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill a the time of Applicant's invention to include the 
aforementioned limitation as disclosed by Godden within Websphere, Gregory and 
Stolfo for the motivation of providing a mechanism for web sites that are not e- 
commerce enabled to be enabled to conduct commerce (col. 2, lines 42-46). 
As to claim 9, Websphere does not explicitly disclose The method of claim 8 wherein 
the step of providing mediated payment services further includes 
a client providing payment information to a mediator. 
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the mediator debiting a client's account; and 

the mediator handling payment to a merchant; wherein the account information of the 
client is not provided to the merchant. 

However, Gregory discloses the mediator debiting a client's account ; and 
the mediator handling payment to a merchant; wherein the account information of the 
client is not provided to the merchant (col. 4, lines 40-47). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill a the time of Applicant's invention to include the aforementioned 
limitation within Websphere as disclosed by Gregory for the motivation of providing a 
more efficient way of conducting electronic commerce by allocating most of the tasks of 
providing electronic commerce transaction functionality to a service provider thereby 
relieving the merchant from tasks outside their area of expertise (col. 2, lines 17-28). 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-9, 21-23 and 28-30 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

8. With respect to claim 22, the Applicant traversed the Examiner's use of official 
notice. However, the Examiner notes that the Applicant's traversal is improper because 
Applicant failed to provide any reasons as to why the noticed fact is not considered to 
be common knowledge (see MPEP 2144.03). Therefore, the Examiner maintains the 
use of Official Notice in claim 22. 
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Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alexander Kalinowski, whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-6771. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 10:00 AM 
to 6:30 PM. If any attempt to reached the examiner by telephone is unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Alexander Kalinowski, can be reached on (571) 272-6771. The 
fax telephone number for this group is (571 ) 273-8300 (for official communications 
including After Final communications labeled "Box AF"). 

Alexander Kalinowski 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3691 
9/14/2007 



